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public health, neighborhood 
improvements, transportation, 
education, senior services and 
much more.
Reaching an Increasingly 
Diverse Population
The goal of the 2010 Census 
is to count all residents living 
in the United States on April 1, 
2010. The U.S. Census Bureau 
does not ask about the legal 
status of respondents in any of 

its surveys and census programs. To help ensure the nation’s 
increasingly diverse population can answer the questionnaire 
accurately and completely, about 13 million bilingual Spanish/
English forms will be mailed to housing units in neighborhoods 
identified as requiring high levels of Spanish assistance. Addi-
tionally, questionnaires in Spanish, Chinese (Simplified), Korean, 
Vietnamese and Russian—as well as language guides in 59 
languages—will be available on request.
Recruiting Census Workers
By 2010, there will be an estimated 310 million people residing 
in the United States. Counting each person is one of the largest 
operations the federal government undertakes. For example, the 

Census Bureau will recruit nearly 3.8 million applicants for 2010 
Census field operations. Of these applicants, the Census Bureau 
will hire about 1.4 million temporary employees. Some of these 
employees will be using GPS-equipped hand-held computers to 
update maps and ensure there is an accurate address list for the 
mailing of the census questionnaires.
10 Questions, 10 Minutes to Complete
With one of the shortest questionnaires in history, the 2010 
Census asks for name, gender, age, race, ethnicity, relationship, 
and whether you own or rent your home. It takes only about 10 
minutes for the average household to complete. Questions about 
how we live as a nation—our diversity, education, housing, jobs 
and more—are now covered in the American Community Sur-
vey, which is conducted every year throughout the decade and 
replaces the Census 2000 long-form questionnaire. Responses to 
the 2010 Census questionnaire are required by law. All responses 
are used for statistical purposes only, and all are strictly confi-
dential.
For more informa-
tion, visit the 2010 
Census Web site at  
www.census.
gov/2010.

2010 Census	 Continued from page 1

Village Makeover	 Continued from page 1
gateways to let visitors know that they 
have arrived at their destination.  The 
project will enhance the sense of place 
in the Village and further establish it as a 
competitive commercial district offering 
patrons an array of dining options, prod-
ucts, and services in a visually appealing 
and safe environment.  
The City financed the planning and engi-
neering effort by reinvesting parking rev-
enues from the Downtown Parking Fund 
to hire a consultant to prepare design con-
cepts and construction documents.  The 
City and the consultant conducted two 
community workshops in 2009 to gather 
feedback from the business community.  
This public involvement was viewed by 
the City Council as a critical component 
in the process of developing concept 
plans and facilitating construction of the 

improvements. The business community 
provided valuable guidance and recom-
mendations which have been integrated 
into final concept plans that illustrate the 
joint vision of the City and the business 
community.  The project timeline and 
concept plans can be viewed on the City’s 
website.
The completion of the concept plan, while 
a major milestone for the overall project, 
does not mean that jackhammers will be 
pounding on the Village any time soon.  
There is much work to be done before 
construction can begin.  The consulting 
team must prepare engineering plans for 
a first-phase of construction.  The City, 
with assistance from the consultant, will 
also devise a work program to ensure 
that individual businesses can serve their 
customers effectively during construction.  

In this endeavor, the City looks to the local 
business community to develop a financ-
ing mechanism to provide for ongoing and 
long-term maintenance of the proposed 
improvements. With assistance from a 
consultant, the La Mesa Village business 
community has begun exploring various 
special financing options for develop-
ment of a business district that could fund 
ongoing maintenance and other promo-
tional and management activities to benefit 
businesses in the Village.  The process 
of establishing a business improvement 
district is complex and is expected to take 
at least a year to complete.
Once a satisfactory business improvement 
district solution is in place, the actual con-
struction of improvements could begin as 
early as January 2011.

Through the City’s Notify Me website service you can subscribe to one or 
more categories of information and have email alerts sent to you whenever 
special announcements are made in your categories. Use the button at the 
left to sign up for this service. Enter your email address, select the type of 
email you would like to receive (html or text) and select each email list 
you wish to subscribe to. Finally, click the Subscribe/Manage button. You 
will receive a confirmation email for each category you select.

Stay up-to-date on important City news, events, and services.
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October 13, 2009
Adopted a resolution waiving formal 
bidding and authorizing the purchase and 
installation of a fire station alerting system 
for Fire Station 13.

Adopted a resolution of intention to autho-
rize the Mayor to execute the fourth amend-
ment to the Agreement for Management 
and Implementation of a Home Investment 
Partnerships Program project with the 
County of San Diego to fund the La Mesa 
Down Payment and Closing Cost Assis-
tance (DCCA) Loan Program and accept 
the HOME allocation of $1,768,882.95.

Adopted a resolution authorizing the accep-
tance of the San Diego Service Authority 
for a freeway emergencies grant for rescue 
airbags and auto extrication training.

Approved a Joint Exercise of Powers 
Agreement (JPA) between the cities of 
El Cajon, La Mesa and Lemon Grove to 
provide cooperative fire protection and 
emergency medical services.

Appointed members to the Youth Advisory 
Commission.

October 27, 2009
Adopted a resolution approving a profes-
sional services agreement with Edward 
Henning & Associates, and authorized the 
allocation of additional funds from the 
Downtown Parking Fund for development 
of a plan to finance downtown improve-
ments, maintenance and promotion.

Appointed a member to the Youth Advisory 
Commission.

Adopted a resolution ordering the vacation 
of portions of the Grossmont Center Drive 
and Murray Drive right of way dedicated 
for public road purposes.

Approved the designation of the proper-
ties located at 7910 El Capitan Drive, 4646 
Third Street, and 9339 Lemon Avenue as 
historic landmarks, and established Prop-
erty Preservation (Mills Act) Agreements 
for the sites.

Adopted an ordinance adopting standard 
specifications for public works construction 
in the City of La Mesa regulating materials 
of construction and their use in the erection, 
installation, alteration, repair, removal, 
conversion, demolition, and construction 
of public works improvements; providing 
for the administration of contracts as well 
as permits issued in connection with such 
improvements; providing penalties for the 

violation thereof; and repealing all ordi-
nances and parts of ordinances in conflict 
therewith; and adopting by reference the 
2009 edition of the “Standard Specifications 
for Public Works Construction” commonly 
known as “Greenbook,” 2007 Supplement 
to “Greenbook” and 2008 Cumulative 
Supplement to “Greenbook” of the South-
ern California Chapter, American Public 
Works Association and Southern California 
District Associated General Contractors of 
California Joint Cooperative Committee.

November 10, 2009
Adopted a resolution authorizing staff 
to submit an application for inclusion in 
San Diego Association of Governments 
(SANDAG) proposed project funding rec-
ommendations for fiscal year 2011 federal 
appropriations for the Downtown Village 
Streetscape Improvement Project

Adopted a resolution authorizing the con-
tinuing use of Supplemental Law Enforce-
ment’s Citizens Option for Public Safety 
(COPS) Funds for the San Diego County 
800 MHz Regional Communications Sys-
tem (RCS).

Adopted a resolution authorizing the accep-
tance of a grant from the California Office 
of Traffic Safety to conduct a local Seat 
Belt Compliance Traffic Safety Project and 
approving the addition of the grant funds 
to the fiscal year 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 
budgets.

Adopted a resolution authorizing the accep-
tance of a grant from the California Office 
of Traffic Safety to conduct a local DUI 
Enforcement and Awareness Program by 
approving the addition of the grant funds to 
the fiscal year 2009-2010 budget.

Adopted an ordinance amending Chapter 
10.36 of the Municipal Code to prohibit 
the consumption of alcoholic beverages 
in public places; and adopted a resolution 
establishing a fee related to regulating and 
permitting the possession of open alcoholic 
beverage containers and the consumption 
and/or sale of alcoholic beverages in public 
places pursuant to La Mesa Municipal Code 
Chapter 10.36

November 24, 2009
Accepted the annual audit reports of the La 
Mesa Community Redevelopment Agency, 
City of La Mesa, and single audit of feder-
ally assisted grant programs for year ending 
June 30, 2009.

Adopted a resolution authorizing the renew-
al of the Police Department Storefront lease 
for a six month-term.

Adopted a resolution approving the 2010-
2014 Redevelopment Area Implementation 
Plan for the Central, Fletcher Parkway and 
Alvarado Creek Redevelopment Project 
Areas.

December 8, 2009
Adopted a resolution authorizing a budget 
adjustment for the award of grant funding 
from Kaiser Foundation Hospital Southern 
California Region.

Adopted a resolution authorizing the accep-
tance of a grant from the California Office 
of Traffic Safety to conduct a Sobriety 
Checkpoint Mini-Grant Project and approv-
ing the addition of the grant funds to the fis-
cal year 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 budgets.

Adopted a resolution authorizing an amend-
ment for a seventh year renewal of RFP No. 
02-3, for an annual contract for janitorial/
custodial/set up/tear down services – Com-
munity Services, Public Works, and Fire 
Department facilities to American Building 
Maintenance (ABM) Janitorial Services.

Adopted a resolution finding the apparent 
low bidder non-responsive and awarding 
the contract for Bid No. 07-29, Construc-
tion of Traffic Signal Modifications at the 
Intersection of Lake Murray Boulevard and 
Baltimore Drive, to HMS Construction, 
Inc., the lowest responsive bidder.

Adopted an ordinance adding Chapter 
14.29 to the Municipal Code to establish 
water efficient landscape regulations.

Council Actions



City of La Mesa Monthy Meeting Schedule	  

City Council
Second Tuesday - 4:00 pm 
Fourth Tuesday - 6:00 pm

Planning Commission
First and Third Wednesday - 7:00 pm

Development
Advisory Board

Every other Monday - 10:00 am

Design Review Board
Every other Monday - 12:30 pm

Environmental Sustainability 
Commission

Third Monday - 6:00 pm

Historic Preservation
Commission

First Tuesday - 5:00 pm

loan committee for real  
estate rehabiLItation
Third Wednesday - 8:30 am 

(as needed)

Redevelopment Agency
Fourth Tuesday - 6:00 pm

Human Relations Advisory 
Commission

Second Monday - 5:30 pm

La Mesa Community Parking 
commission

First Thursday - 5:30 pm

traffic commission
First Wednesday - 9:00 am

Community Services
Commission

Second Wednesday - 6:00 pm

Youth Advisory
commission

Second & Fourth Monday - 4:15 pm
The above meetings are held at the  

Community Center Conference Room
4975 Memorial Drive - La Mesa

Commission on Aging
Fourth Tuesday - 1:30 pm  

(except July, Aug., Nov., &  Dec.)
The above meeting is held at the 

Adult Enrichment Center
 8450 La Mesa Boulevard - La Mesa

Adult Enrichment Center ....  464.0505

Animal Control................  667.1436

Building Inspection ..........  667.1176

Business Licenses ...........  667.1118

Cable TV .......................  262.1122

City Attorney ..................  667.1128

City Clerk ......................  667.1120

City Council ...................  667.1106

City Hall .......................  463.6611

City Manager..................  667.1105

Crime Prevention.............  667.1445

Dog Licenses .................  667.1117

Engineering ...................  667.1166

Fire (Business)................  667.1355

Human Resources............  667.1175

Library .........................  469.2151

Mayor ..........................  667.1100

Municipal Pool................  466.4177

Park Permits ..................  667.1300

Parking Citations .............  667.1117

Planning .......................  667.1177

Police (Business) ............  667.1400

Public Works..................  667.1450

Recreation.....................  667.1300

Recycling/Trash ..............  287.7555

Rides4Neighbors  ............  464.0109

Senior Taxi Scrip .............  667.1321

Sewer Charges ...............  667.1126

Sidewalk Maint. ..............  667.1450 

Storm Water Hotline..........  667.1134

Streetlight Maint. ............  667.1450

Traffic Eng. Hotline...........  667.1144

Traffic Signal Maint. .........  667.1166

 Zoning.........................  667.1177
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8130 Allison Ave., La Mesa, CA 91942
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This newsletter is produced and distributed  
by the City of La Mesa as a public service to  

La Mesa residents and businesses.

Mayor...............................................  Art Madrid

Vice Mayor.......................................  Dave Allan
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Focus Editor............................. Käaren McElroy
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Want to 
know 
when  
the next  
issue of FOCUS 
is published?
Use the NOTIFY ME link to 
request automatic email noti-
fication so you won’t miss the 
most up-to-date publication. 

If you prefer to receive a  
printed version, please email 
name and address to  
cmoff@ci.la-mesa.ca.us  
or call 667.1105.

Watch for the next issue of the 
La Mesa  

FOCUS
Available may 1

Important Phone Numbers  (Area code 619)

Meetings are held at City Hall
8130 Allison Avenue - La Mesa 

(unless indicated otherwise)


